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who is the

product stewardship institute?
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Åmembers

Åpartners

Åadvisory council 

Åglobal psc



our mission
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reduce the health 
& environmental impacts 

of products 
across their lifecycle



extended producer 
responsibility

5



6

Å included ps/epr in 2000 swmaster plan

Å MA EOEEA ςseed money for psi

Å Gina McCarthy ςfounding psi board 
member

Å revitalized MA PSC, handed off to 
MassRecycle

psiõsepr roots in

massachusetts



7

key elements 
of epr systems

1. legislation: levels the playing field

2. producersresponsible for financing and managing programs

3. stewardship organization(s) manage program

4. retailersvoluntarily collect products

5. performancegoals/convenience standards

6. government oversightƻŦ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ
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u.s. epr laws

trends

116 epr 
laws

14 products
33 states + d.c.



paint

mattresses

pharmaceuticals

medical sharps

electronics

packaging

thermostats

fluorescent 
lamps

hhw

batteries

phone books

textiles

product

categories
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gas 
cylinders

radioactive 
devices

framework

pesticides

tires

carpet

auto 
switches

appliances 
with 
refrigerants

solar 
panels
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product

categories

used motor oil



sustainable funding 
for permanent take-back programs
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industry opposition
to legislation

infrastructure
to properly manage products and packaging

challenges
awareness
of problems posed by improperly managed waste and 
recovery options



12

Åresearch, pilot projects, and evaluation

Åfacilitation and consensus building

Åbuild product stewardship capacitythrough education and 
empowerment

Ålegislativetechnical assistance, analysis, lobbying, and 
stewardship models

psi strategy



the problem
example: paint
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take disposemake
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example: paint
9 u.s. epr laws

31 million gallons collected 
ƻǾŜǊ Ϸмрл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƎƻǾΩǘ ǎŀǾƛƴƎǎ

1,775 collection sites (77% retail)
increased consumer convenience

over 200 recycling jobs


